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STAMP & RETURN 

BEFORE THE 

In the Matter of ) 
) 

Enventis Telecom, Inc. ) 
Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc. ) 

1 
and ) 

1 
Hickory Tech Corporation 1 

) 
Consolidated Application for Authorization ) 
Pursuant to Section 214 of the Communications ) 
Act of 1934, as Amended, for Transfer of Control ) 
Of International and Domestic 214 Authority 1 

) 

ALLETE, Inc. 1 File No. ITC-T/C 

WC Docket No. 

JOINT APPLICATION FOR STREAMLINED TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF 
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 214 AUTHORITY 

ALLETE, Inc. (“ALLETE”), Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc., (“MP Enterprises”) and 

it’s subsidiary Enventis Telecom, Inc. (“Enventis”)’ (collectively “Transferors”), and Hickory 

Tech Corporation (“Hickory Tech” or “Transferee”) (collectively the “Applicants”), by their 

undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934, as 

amended, 47 U.S.C. § 214 (the “Act”), and Sections 63.04 and 63.24(e) of the rules ofthe 

Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or the “Commission”), 47 C.F.R. $5 63.04, 

63.24(e), hereby jointly request authority to transfer control of Enventis from ALLETE to 

Hickory Tech, including Enventis’ domestic and international Section 214 authorizations. 

The Applicants seek streamlined treatment of the Application pursuant to Sections 63.03 

and 63.12 ofthe Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. $5 63.03,63.12, as described below, as the 

1 Enventis Telecom, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc., 
which is in turn a wholly-owned subsidiary of ALLETE, Inc. 
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Applicant’s are a dominant carrier and a non-dominant carrier that provides services exclusively 

outside the geographic area where the dominant carrier is dominant, and neither carrier has any 

foreign affiliation. 

This application is intended as a consolidated request for transfer of control over both the 

blanket domestic Section 214 authority held by Enventis pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Section 63.01 and 

the international global resale authority held by Enventis and granted in File No. ITC-214 - 

20051013-00409.2 The transfer of control will occur as the result of a sale of all of the stock of 

Enventis, whereby it will become a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hickory Tech. Because the 

transfer is occurring through a sale of stock, it will not cause a reduction or impairment of 

service to Enventis’ customers. 

This Joint Application is being filed in accordance with Sections 63.04(b) and 63.24(e), 

47 C.F.R. @ 63.04(b), 63.024(e), for streamlined transfer of control over both the domestic and 

international Section 214 authorizations held by Enventis. In accordance with $ 5  63.04(b), the 

additional information required for transfer of Enventis’ domestic authorization is provided in 

Exhibit A. 

I. APPLICANTS 

ALLETE (NYSE: ALE), a Minnesota corporation, provides low-cost, reliable energy 

services in the upper Midwest and has significant real estate holdings in Florida. Other 

businesses include BNI Coal of North Dakota and Enventis Telecom. ALLETE’s electric utility, 

Minnesota Power, serves 136,000 residents, 16 municipalities and some of the nation’s largest 

industrial customers. 

MP Enterprises, a Minnesota corporation, is the parent company of Enventis. 

2 International Authorizations Granted, DA 05-2955 (Nov. 10,2005). 
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Enventis, a Minnesota corporation, is an integrated data services provider offering fiber 

optic communication and advanced data services to businesses and communities primarily in 

Minnesota, Wisconsin and select communities in Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota.3 

Enventis provides converged Internet Protocol services that allow voice, video and data 

communications to use the same optic-based delivery technology. 

Hickory Tech (Nasdaq: HTCO) is a diversified communications company headquartered 

in Mankato, Minnesota with operations in Minnesota, Iowa and South Dakota.4 The company is 

the largest telephone company headquartered in Minnesota, and the twenty-ninth largest 

telephone company in the United States. Hickory Tech is in its 108th year of operation with its 

roots in the local telephone exchange business. From this base, it has expanded into competitive 

local service, long distance, Internet, information solutions and enterprise solutions. 

11. DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSACTION 

The transfer of control will be affected through a Stock Purchase Agreement signed on 

November 9,2005, under which all ofthe outstanding capital stock of Enventis will be 

transferred from MP Enterprises to Hickory Tech. Under Hickory Tech‘s ownership, Enventis 

will continue to provide high quality telecommunications service to its current and future 

subscribers. As this transaction will occur through a sale of stock, there will be no impairment of 

service to Enventis’ customers. Service will continue under the same service provider name, 

3 Enventis’ services in Iowa are limited to Mason City; services in North Dakota are limited to 
Grand Forks and Fargo; and services in South Dakota are limited to Sioux Falls. Services in 
Iowa, South Dakota and North Dakota are provided via resold private lines. Enventis does not 
have any facilities in these locations. In addition, Enventis provides VoIP services, long 
distance, and Internet access via resold private lines to remote offices of its Minnesota and 
Wisconsin customers, which are located in New York, California, Florida, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, Washington, Kansas, and Texas. 
4 Hickory Tech’s service area in South Dakota is limited to West Hawarden and West Akron on 
the South DakotdIowa border, and do not overlap or adjoin with Enventis’ service area in South 
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terms and conditions subscribers currently enjoy. The transfer of ownership will be transparent 

to subscribers. 

111. PUBLIC INTEREST STATEMENT 

The proposed transfer serves the public interest, convenience and necessity, and authority 

to complete the transaction should be duly granted. In re Application of Western Union Corp. 

and World Comm., Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, 4 FCC Rcd 2219,l 10 (1989) (Public 

interest is served where the business is “continued in substantially the same form in the hands of 

the transferee.”). Upon completion of the transaction, service will continue under the same 

service provider name, terms and conditions subscribers currently enjoy. The transfer of 

ownership will be transparent to subscribers. 

Upon completion of the transaction, Enventis, Hickory Tech and their customers will 

benefit from expanded service offerings, technical expertise and access to assets and network 

facilities. Hickory Tech’s history of service to the local community is substantial, which will 

benefit Enventis’ consumers. The post-transaction company will be a stronger competitor in the 

marketplace for local, interstate and international communications, and the addition of Enventis” 

service offerings will allow Hickory Tech to integrate Enventis’ bundled business offerings and 

Voice over Internet Protocol (“VoIF”’) technology to the benefit of the customers of both 

companies. 

The Applicants also serve disparate geogaphic areas, with the exception of certain 

portions of Minnesota. Specifically, the Applicants share a fiber route from Owatonna to Savage 

to Bloomington, Minnesota. However, both carriers are non-dominant as to this route, and 

Enventis functions only as a “carriers’ carrier” in these areas, and does not offer service directly 

Dakota. Hickory Tech does not provide service in, or adjacent to, Mason City, Iowa, and does 
not overlap or adjoin Enventis’ service area in Iowa. 
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to end-users.5 Minnesota’s local exchange market is also robust. More than nineteen 

Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (“CLECs”) were operating in the state as of December 3 I ,  

2004, making Minnesota the ninth in the nation in terms of the number of CLECS.~ 

Where Hickory Tech has Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (“ILEC”) operations in Blue 

Earth County, Minnesota, in Hawarden and Akron, Iowa, and in West Hawarden and West 

Akron, South Dakota, Enventis does not provide local exchange service, nor does it provide any 

VoIP service in these geographic areas. Accordingly, competition will not be harmed by the 

transaction, and will in fact be enhanced by enabling Hickory Tech to augment its resources and 

become a stronger competitor, 

Hickory Tech plans, upon completion of the transaction, to provide improved 

telecommunications to customers in the Upper Midwest by providing additional experienced 

leadership and core telecommunications focus to extend a broader portfolio of services across the 

network and service territory of Enventis 

IV. REQUEST TO TRANSFER CONTROL OF INTERNATIONAL SECTION 214 
AUTHORIZATION UNDER 

Pursuant to Section 63.24(e), 47 C.F.R. 5 63.024(e), Applicants submit the following 

information in support of this Joint Application, including the information requested in Sections 

63.18(a)-(d) and 63.18(h)-(p), 47 C.F.R. $ 5  63,18(a)-(d), (h)-(p), of the Commission’s rules: 

5 This route crosses Steele, Rice and Scott counties, whereas Hickory Tech’s dominant ILEC 
operations are in Blue Earth County. 
6 Industry Analysis and Technology Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Local Telephone 
Competition as of December 31, 2004, at Table 12 (July 2005). As the reporting threshold is 
10,000 lines, the report does not count many CLECs and ILECs operating in Minnesota. Id. at 
n.1. 
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5 63.18(a) Aaolicants’ Names, Addresses and Telephone Numbers 

Transferors: 

ALLETE, Inc. 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
Telephone: (218) 279-5000 
Facsimile: (218) 723-3955 

Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc. 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
Telephone: (218) 279-5000 
Facsimile: (21 8) 723-3955 

Enventis Telecom, Inc. 
2950 Xenium Lane North, #I38 
Plymouth, MN 55441-2623 
Telephone: (763) 577-3900 
Facsimile: (763) 577-3999 

Transferee: 

Hickory Tech Corporation 
221 East Hickory Street 
Mankato. MN 56002 
Telephone: (507) 387-3355 
Facsimile: (507) 625-9191 

6 63.18(b) State of Orfanuation 

Transferors: ALLETE, MP Enterprises and Enventis are Minnesota corporations. 

Transferee: 

S 63.18(c) Contact Information 

Correspondence, notices and inquiries regarding this transaction should be addressed to: 

Transferor: 
Ingrid Johnson 
ALLETE, Inc. 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
Telephone: (218) 723-3956 
Facsimile: (218)723-3955 

Hickory Tech is a Minnesota corporation. 
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Transferee: 
Chief Financial Officer 
c/o David A. Christensen 
Hickory Tech Corp. 
221 East Hickory Street 
Mankato, MN 56002 
Telephone: (507) 387-1713 
Facsimile: (507) 625-9191 

Copies of all correspondence, notices, and inquiries should also be addressed to: 

Transferor: 
Christine M. Gill 
Erika E. Olsen 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
600 Thirteenth St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 756-8000 
Facsimile: (202) 756-8087 

Transferee: 
David Cosson 
Kraskin, Moorman &Cosson, LLC 
2120 L Street, NW, Suite 520 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 296-8890 
Facsimile: (202) 296-8893 

2 63.") Prior Authorizations 

Enventis holds blanket domestic Section 214 authority, as well as international global 

resale authority granted to Enventis in File No. ITC-214 -20051013-00409.7 Hickory Tech holds 

blanket domestic Section 2 14 authority, and holds international resale and facilities-based 

authority through its wholly-owned subsidiary Crystal Communications, Inc., granted in File 

Nos. ITC-97-676 and ITC-98-157.* 

7 International Authorizations Granted, DA 05-2955 (Nov. 10,2005). 
8 Overseas Common Carrier Section 214 Actions Taken, Report No. 1-8281, 13 FCC Rcd 223 
(Jan. 2, 1998); 1-8294, 13 FCC Rcd 6663 (April 2, 1998). 
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5 63.18(h) Ten aercent (10%) Eauitv Shareholders 

Transferor: 

Enventis Telecom, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Minnesota Power Enterprises, 

Inc., which is in turn a wholly-owned subsidiary of ALLETE, Inc. Each is a Minnesota 

corporation. 

ALLETE, Inc. d/b/a Minnesota Power (NYSE Symbol ALE) is a publicly-owned 

company with no individual or corporation owning 10% or more of its stock, except that 

Ameriprise Trust Company (fWa American Express Trust Company), as trustee for the 

ALLETE and affiliated companies’ retirement savings and stock ownership plan, held 16% of 

the outstanding common stock of ALLETE, Inc. as of October 9,2005. 

Ameriprise Trust Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Ameriprise Financial Inc., 

which is a publicly-held company. Through OBH, Inc., a subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., 

Warren Buffett is the beneficial owner of 12.2% of Ameriprise Financial Inc.9 Information for 

each of these entities is as follows: 

Name: Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc. 
Address: 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55802 
Citizenshipfincorporation: Minnesota 
Principal Business: Holding Company for Nan-Utility-Regulated Businesses 

Name: ALLETE, Inc. 
Address: 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55802 
Citizenshipfincorporation: Minnesota 
Principal Business: Electric Utility and Real Estate Sales for Large-Scale Developments 

Name: Ameriprise Trust Company (f/k/a American Express Trust Company) 
Address: 921 Ameriprise Financial Center, Minneapolis, MN 55474 
Citizenshipfincorporation: Minnesota 
Principal Business: The Trust is a provider of investment management, defined benefit plan, 
and defined contribution plan services, offering plan sponsors the full range of products and 

See SEC Form 13-G for Ameriprise Financial Inc., filed October 7,2005. 
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services for their defined benefit plans: participant recordkeeping, asset management, and trust 
services. 

Name: Ameriprise Financial, Inc. 
Address: 707 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Citizenship/Incorporation: Delaware 
Principal Business: Financial Services 

Name: OBH Inc. 
Address: 1440 Kiewit Plaza, Omaha, NE 68131 
Citizenshipfincorporation: Delaware 
Principal Business: Insurance 

Name: Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Address: 1440 Kiewit Plaza, Omaha, NE 68131 
Citizenshiphcorporation: Delaware 
Principal Business: Holding Company 

Name: Warren Buffett. 
Address: 1440 Kiewit Plaza, Omaha, NE 68131 
Citizenshipfincorporation: United States 
Principal Business: Investments 

There are no interlocking directorates with any foreign carrier. 

Transferee: 

Hickory Tech is a United States corporation, whose principal business is 

telecommunications. Hickory Tech is a publicly traded corporation of which no individual or 

entity owns 10% or more of its equity. 

4 63.18(0 Certification Reeardine Foreien Affiliation 

Hickory Tech is not a foreign carrier, nor is it affiliated with any foreign carriers. 

Certification follows in Exhibit B, attached hereto. 

8 63.18(j) Certification Reeardine International Services to be Provided 

Hickory Tech does not seek to provide international telecommunications services to any 

destination country for which (1) Hickory Tgch is a foreign carrier in that country; (2) Hickory 

Tech controls a foreign carrier in that country; (3) any entity that owns more than 25% of 
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Hickory Tech, or controls Hickory Tech controls a foreign carrier in that country; (4) two or 

more foreign carriers (or parties that control foreign carriers) own, in the aggregate, more than 

25% of Hickory Tech and are parties to, or the beneficiaries of, a contractual relationship that 

affects the provision or marketing of international basic telecommunications services in the 

United States. Certification follows in Exhibit B, attached hereto. 

5 63.lWk) Destination Countries Served if 6 63.18(i) Applies 

Section 63.18(k) is not applicable. Hickory Tech is not affiliated with any foreign 

carrier 

8 63.180) Statement Regarding International Switched Services for Foreim or 
Foreign-Affiliated Carriers 

Section 63.18(1) is not applicable. Hickory Tech is not a foreign carrier and is not 

affiliated with any foreign carrier. 

4 63.18(m) Statement Regarding Non-Dominance for Foreign or Foreign-Affiliated 
Carriers 

Section 63.18(m) is not applicable. Hickory Tech is not a foreign carrier and is not 

affiliated with any foreign carrier. 

3 63,18111) Certification Regarding Special Concessions 

Hickory Tech has not agreed to accept special concession, as defined in Section 63.14@) 

of the Commission’s Rules, directly or indirectly, from any foreign carrier with respect to any 

U.S. international route where the foreign carrier possesses market power on the foreign end of 

the route and will not enter into such agreements in the future. Certification follows in Exhibit 

B, attached hereto. 
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,S 63.18(0) Certification Reeardine Anti-Drue Abuse Act Compliance 

As evidenced in Exhibit B, Applicants hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 5s 1.2001- 

1,2003, that to the best oftheir knowledge, information, and belief, no party to the application is 

subject to denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 

1988,21 U.S.C. 5 862. 

6 63.18(0) Statement Reearding Streamlininp 

Applicants request streamlined treatment of this Application pursuant to Section 63.03(b) 

and 63.12 ofthe Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. $5 63.03(b), 63.12. 

5 63.03(b). Applicants submit that this Application qualifies for streamlined transfer of 

Enventis’ domestic authority because, at the completion of the transaction, Hickory Tech, 

together with all of its affiliates, will have a less than 10% share of the interstate, interexchange 

market and all competitive local exchange service provided by Hickory Tech subsidiaries is 

exclusively in geographic areas served by dominant local exchange carriers that are not a party to 

this transaction. Enventis is a non-dominant carrier that provides services exclusively outside the 

geographic areas in which Hickory Tech’s affiliates are dominant.l0 

5 63.12. The applicants submit that this Application qualifies for streamlined transfer of 

Enventis’ international authority for the following reasons. Hickory Tech is seeking to acquire 

control of Enventis, an authorized international resale carrier. Hickory Tech is not affiliated with 

a foreign carrier, nor is it affiliated with a dominant U.S. carrier whose international or private 

line services it seeks to resell. Hickory Tech does not seek authority to provide switched 

l o  Hickory Tech is dominant and provides ILEC Services in Blue Earth County, Minnesota, in 
Hawarden and Akron, Iowa, and in West Hawarden and West Akron, South Dakota. Enventis 
does not provide any local exchange or VoIP services in these geographic areas. 
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services over private lines to a country for which the Commission has not previously authorized 

the provision of such services. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Applicants seek authority to transfer ownership of Enventis from one respected 

Minnesota company to another. Although the transaction will be transparent to them, Enventis 

subscribers will ultimately benefit as a result of the transfer. Upon completion of the transaction, 

Enventis, Hickory Tech and their customers will benefit from the expanded service offerings, 

combined expertise, and access to assets and network facilities. The longstanding history of 

services to the local communities served by HickoryTech companies, combined with the addition 

of Enventis’ bundled business offerings and VoIP technology will benefit the customers of both 

companies. The post-transaction company will be a stronger competitor in the marketplace, with 

a broader offering of local, interstate, and international communications. 
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For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully request that the Commission provide 

this Application streamlined treatment and grant the Application as soon as practicable. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

D k i d  Cosson 
Gaskin, Moorman & Cosson, LLC 
2120 L Street, NW, Suite 520 
W a m D . C .  20037 

r Hickory T h Corporation ,h 

November 16.2005 

Christine M. Gill 
Erika E. Olsen 
McDermott, Will and Emery, LLP 
600 Thirteenth St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20005 
Attorneys for  ALLETE, Inc., Minnesota Power 
Enterprises, Inc., and Enventis Telecorn. Inc. 
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EXHIBIT A 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR TRANSFER OF CONTROL 
OF DOMESTIC SECTION 214 AUTHORIZATION 

In accordance with the requirements of section 63.04(b) of the FCC's Rules, 47 C.F.R. 5 

63.04(b), the Applicants submit the following additional information required for the domestic 

Section 214 transfer of control application. 

4 63.04(a)161 Description of Transaction 

The Applicants executed a Stock Purchase Agreement for the transfer of all outstanding 

capital stock of Enventis from MP Enterprises to Hickory Tech on November 9,2005. Under 

Hickory Tech ownership, Enventis will continue to provide high quality telecommunications 

service to its current and future subscribers. Service will continue under the same service 

provider name, terms and conditions subscribers currently enjoy. The transfer of ownership will 

be transparent to subscribers. 

3 63.04(a)(7) Geoeraphic Description 

Enventis offers fiber optic based communications and advanced data services to 

businesses and communities in the Upper Midwest primarily in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, and Iowa.ll Affiliates of Hickory Tech provide services including local 

telephone, long distance, internet access, and digital television in Minnesota, Iowa and South 

'I  Enventis' services in Iowa are limited to Mason City; services in North Dakota are limited to 
Grand Forks and Fargo; and services in South Dakota are limited to Sioux Falls. Services in 
Iowa, South Dakota and North Dakota are provided via resold private lines; Enventis does not 
have any facilities in these locations. In addition, Enventis provides VoIP services, long 
distance, and Internet access via resold private lines to remote offices of its Minnesota and 
Wisconsin customers that are located New York, California, Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, Kansas, and Texas. 
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Dakota.12 Hickory Tech provides ILEC services in Blue Earth County, Minnesota, in Hawarden 

and Akron, Iowa, and in West Hawarden and West Akron, South Dakota. Hickory Tech 

provides competitive local exchange services in other areas. Enventis is a non-dominant carrier, 

and does not provide local exchange services or VoIP in Blue Earth County, Minnesota, 

Hawarden or Akron, Iowa, or West Hawarden or West Akron, South Dakota. 

$63.04(a)(8) Streamlined Treatment 

Applicants request streamlined treatment of this Application pursuant to Section 63.03(b) 

of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. $8 63.03(b). 

5 63.03(b). Applicants submit that this Application qualifies for streamlined transfer of 

Enventis’ domestic authority because, at the completion of the transaction, Hickory Tech, 

together with all of its affiliates, will have a less than 10% share of the interstate, interexchange 

market and all competitive local exchange service provided by Hickory Tech subsidiaries is 

exclusively in geographic areas served by dominant local exchange carriers that are not a party to 

this transaction. Enventis is a non-dominant carrier that provides services exclusively outside the 

geographic areas in which Hickory Tech’s affiliates are dorninant.13 

$ 63.04(a)(9) Other Related Aoolications Before the Commission 

None. 

12 Hickory Tech’s service area in South Dakota is limited to West Hawarden and West Akron on 
the South Dakotdowa border. Hickory Tech does not overlap or adjoin Enventis’ service area 
in South Dakota. Hickory Tech does not provide service in, or adjacent to, Mason City, Iowa, 
and does not otherwise overlap or adjoin Enventis’ service area in Iowa. 
13 Hickory Tech is dominant and provides ILEC Services in Blue Earth County, Minnesota, in 
Hawarden and Akron, Iowa, and in West Hawarden and West Akron, South Dakota. Enventis 
does not provide any local exchange or VolP service in this geographic area. 
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§ 63.04(aM10) Statement of Imminent Business Failure 

The Application requires no special consideration because no party to the transaction 

faces imminent business failure. 

,S 63.04(aM111 Separatelv Filed Waiver Reauests 

The Applicants submitted no separately filed waivers. 

6 63.04(aM12) Public Interest Statement 

The proposed transfer semes the public interest, convenience and necessity, and authority 

to complete the transaction should be duly granted. In re Application of Wesfern Union Corp. 

and World Comm., Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, 4 FCC Rcd 2219,l  10 (1989) (Public 

interest is served where the business is “continued in substantially the same form in the hands of 

the transferee.”). Upon completion of the transaction, service will continue under the same 

service provider name, terms and conditions subscribers currently enjoy. The transfer of 

ownership will be transparent to subscribers. 

Upon completion of the transaction, Enventis, Hickory Tech and their customers will 

benefit from expanded service offerings, technical expertise and access to assets and network 

facilities. Hickory Tech’s history or service to the local community is substantial, which will 

benefit Enventis’ consumers. The post-transaction company will be a stronger competitor in the 

marketplace for local, interstate and international communications, and the addition of Enventis’ 

service offerings will allow Hickory Tech to integrate Enventis’ bundled business offerings and 

VoIP technology to the benefit of the customers of both companies. 

The Applicants also serve disparate geographic areas, with the exception of certain 

portions of Minnesota. Specifically, the Applicants share a fiber route from Owatonna to Savage 

to Bloomington, Minnesota. However, both carriers are non-dominant as to this route, and 
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Enventis functions only as a “camers’ carrier” in these areas, and does not offer service directly 

to end-users.l4 Minnesota’s local exchange market is also robust. More than nineteen CLECs 

were operating in the state as ofDecember 31,2004, making Minnesota the ninth in the nation in 

terms ofthe number of CLECs.15 Accordingly, competition will not be harmed by the 

transaction, and will in fact be enhanced by enabling Hickory Tech to augment its resources and 

become a stronger competitor. 

Where Hickory Tech has ILEC operations in Blue Earth County, Minnesota, Hawarden 

and Akron, Iowa, and West Hawarden and West Akron, South Dakota, Enventis does not 

provide local exchange service, nor does it provide any VoIP service. Accordingly, competition 

will not be harmed by the transaction, and will in fact be enhanced by enabling Hickory Tech to 

augment its resources and become a stronger competitor. 

Hickory Tech plans, upon completion of the transaction, to provide improved 

telecommunications to customers in the Upper Midwest by providing additional experienced 

leadership and core telecommunications focus to extend a broader portfolio of services across the 

network and service territory of Enventis. 

14 This route crosses Steele, Rice and Scott counties, whereas Hickory Tech’s dominant ILEC 
operations are in Blue Earth County. 
1s Industry Analysis and Technology Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Local Telephone 
Competition as ofDecember 31, 2004, at Table 12 (July 2005). As the reporting threshold is 
10,000 lines, the report does not count many CLECs and ILECs operating in Minnesota. Id. at 
n.1. 
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EXHIBIT B 

CERTIFICATIONS 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, David A. Christensen, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of 
Hickory Tech Corporation (Hickory Tech) certify on behalf of Hickory Tech with respect to the 
foregoing application to transfer control of authority to provide domestic and international 
services, the following: 

1. Hickory Tech is not a foreign carrier and is not affiliated with a foreign carrier. 

2. Hickory Tech does not seek to provide international telecommunications services to 
any destination country for which (1) Hickory Tech is a foreign carrier in that 
country; (2) Hickory Tech controls a foreign carrier in that country; (3) any entity that 
owns more than 25% of Hickory Tech, or controls Hickory Tech controls a foreign 
carrier in that country; (4) two or more foreign carriers (or parties that control foreign 
carriers) own, in the aggregate, more than 25% of Hickory Tech and are parties to, or 
the beneficiaries of, a contractual relationship that affects the provision or marketing 
of international basic telecommunications services in the United States. 

3. Hickory Tech has not agreed to accept special concession, as defined in Section 
63.14@) of the Commission’s Rules, directly or indirectly, from any foreign carrier 
with respect to any US.  international route where the foreign carrier possesses market 
power on the foreign end of the route and will not enter into such agreements in the 
future. 

4. Hickory Tech, including all officers, directors, or persons holding five percent or 
more of the outstanding stock or shares (voting andor non-voting) of Hickory Tech, 
as specified in Section 1.2003@) of the Commission’s Rules, is not subject to denial 
of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

HICKORY TECH CORPORATION 

Executedon: 6 (I (’f 0 

Title: Senior Vice President, CFO 



CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies, on behalf of ALLETE, Inc., with respect to the 
foregoing application to transfer control of authority to provide domestic and international 
services, that ALLETE, Inc., including all officers, directors, or persons holding five percent or 
more of the outstanding stock or shares (voting andor non-voting) of transferors, as specified in 
Section 1.2003(b) of the Commission’s Rules, is not subject to denial of federal benefits pursuant 
to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

ALLETE. INC. 

Executed on: November 11,2005 

Deborah A. Amberg 

Title: VP, General Counsel and Secretary 
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CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies, on behalf of Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc., with 
respect to the foregoing application to transfer control ofauthority to provide domestic and 
international services, that Minnesota Power Enterprises, Inc., including all officers, directors, 01 

persons holding five percent or more of the outstanding stock or shares (voting and/or non- 
voting) of transferors, as specified in Section 1.2003(b) of the Commission’s Rules, is not 
subject to denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 
1988. 

Executed on: November 11,2005 

MINNESOTA POWER ENTERPRISES, MC. 

By: * 
obert J. Adams 

and Chief Financial Officer 

2 1  



CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies, on behalf of Enventis Telecom, Inc., with respect to the 
foregoing application to transfer control of authority to provide domestic and international 
services, that Enventis Telecom, Inc., including all officers, directors, or persons holding five 
percent or more of the outstanding stock or shares (voting andor non-voting) of transferors, as 
specified in Section 1.2003(b) of the Commission’s Rules, is not subject to denial of federal 
benefits pursuant to section 5301 ofthe Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

ENVENTIS TELECOM, MC 

Executed on: November 11,2005 
By: 5 



‘ I  

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Erika E. Olsen hereby certify that on this 16th day of November 2005, a single copy 

TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 214 AUTHORITY” 
and was delivered to the following in the manner indicated: 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Federal Communications Commission 
Wireline Competition Bureau - CPD - 214 Appls. 
P.O. Box 358145 
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5145 

C/O Mellon Client Service Center 
500 Ross Street, Room 670 
Pittsburgh, PA 15262-0001 
(Attention FCC Module Supervisor) 

VIA IBFS 

Federal Communications Commission 
International Bureau - Telecommunications 
P.O. Box 358115 
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5115 

U.S. MAIL 

(unless otherwise noted) of the foregoing “JOINT APPLICATION FOR STREAMLINED 

(ORIGINAL PLUS 6 COPIES) 

Hon. Tim Pawlenty 
Office of the Governor 
130 State Capitol State Capitol 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Secretary Hon. John Hoeven 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Governor’s Office 
121 7thPlace E., Suite 350 Dept. 101 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 600 E. Boulevard Ave. 

Bismarck, ND 58505-0001 

Hon. Tom Vilsack 
Office of the Governor 

Des Moines, IA 503 19 

Hon. Jim Doyle 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 7863 
Madison, WI 53707 

Hon. M. Michael Rounds 
Office of the Governor 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
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Hon. George E. Pataki 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 

Hon. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Hon. Jeb Bush 
Executive Office of the Governor 
The Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 

Hon. Sonny Perdue 
Office of the Govemoi 
Georgia State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Hon. Edward G. Rendell 
Office of the Governor 
225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Hon. Kathleen Sebelius 
Office of the Governor 
Capitol, 300 SW 10th Ave., Ste. 212s 
Topeka, KS 66612-1590 

Hon. Rick Perry 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 7871 1-2428 

Hon. Christine Gregoire 
Office of the Governor 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 

Secretary of Defense 
Attn. Assistant Secretary of Defense for C31 
1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E172 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Department of State 
EBICIPISCA 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

6rika E. Olsen 
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